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CURE Project Presentation
General information
This presentation is a group assignment. Each group will have [15 minutes*the number of people in the group] in total for your presentations and questions. Each presenter will be expected to present for ~10 minutes over the course of the presentation, but how you split it up is up to you. In other words you could switch off slides, or switch over about half-way through. Both/all of you need to answer questions during the Q&A at the end of your presentation. Even though this is a group assignment, you will each received an individual grade based on the content (shared portion of the grade) and your presentation skills/preparedness (individual portion of the grade). You will have the opportunity to share your comments on the teamwork leading up to these presentations in the Final Assignments Breakdown Survey.
Your slides must be submitted to this assignment for grading. Please submit on Canvas (as a pdf) by 8:45 a.m. on 5/8/2026.
As with presentations for Chem 114 and Chem 100W, there will be an email to the department to invite anyone who wants to attend. Feel free to invite people to your presentation. Keep in mind that you may have a broader audience than just your 146 classmates and your presentation should reflect that. Also, be prepared to briefly introduce your fellow group members. For example, if you have 3 people in your group, I recommend that the 3rd speaker introduce the 1st, the 1st introduce the 2nd, and the 2nd introduce the 3rd.
Plan for Friday, May 8, 2026
We will meet in the seminar room for presentations at 9:00 am.
Groups will present with a brief (5-10 minute) break between groups and a longer break for lunch.
After all of the presentations have concluded, we will return to the lab for cleanup and checkout.
Formatting requirements
Slides
· Make your presentation on PowerPoint (or similar).
· Do not use a fancy background, a white background with a line under the title, or similar, would be fine.
· Do not use distracting animations; use appear and disappear only. Include a title on each slide. Include slide numbers on each slide.
· Include references on the slide when they are relevant (you do not need to use the full citation with the title, just AuthorLast, AuthorFirst, et al. Journal Name Abbreviated. Year, volume, startpage–endpage.).
· Each person’s presentation should include at least 5 references (10 overall, minimum).
· All text on your slides (including your page numbers and references) must be of a size that is legible throughout the room.
· Do include a title slide with an appropriate title.
· Do not have a reference slide at the end (this serves no purpose as your audience will not know what those references refer to).
· While you may decide to include an outline slide at the beginning, it should not be generic and you do not need one as I believe you will be able to guide the audience through your presentation without one.
· Do include a summary or conclusion slide at the end to bring your presentation to a close and have a slide that asks for questions at the end.
· I recommend ≤1 slide per minute, so 25-30 slides including your title slide for this presentation.
· Do not have a large amount of text on your slides.
· When you present do not just read from your slides.
· You can copy and paste non-ChemDraw images from references, but only if you cite them and indicate that the image was copied (e.g. “Image reproduced from ________”). Also, be sure to check the resolution of the image as many images will get blurry at greater magnification, e.g. when projected during your presentation.
Presentation (and logistics)
· You will have ~10 minutes to present + 5 minutes for questions per person so your group with have 30 or 45 minutes depending on how many people are in the group. We must stick to the time limits since we will have an audience. You do not need to be formal, but you are encouraged to look professional (as you choose to define it and only if you like) for your presentations. We will be in lab afterwards, so make sure that you wear lab appropriate clothing or bring a change of clothes.
· Remember, everyone is required to ask at least two questions over the course of the day.
· I strongly recommend that you practice your presentation out loud before you present. This helps with nerves, gives you a sense of the timing, and will likely improve your presentation.
· You are welcome to bring notes with you to help you answer questions without having to rely on memory alone. I recommend that you practice with your group members so that you all can get a sense of flow between the two/three of you.
· Please upload your slides before class as we will use my computer for all of the presentations.
· The groups will go in the order chosen in class on the second to last day of the course (5/1/26).
Content checklist
· Introduction of each speaker by fellow group member (oral only, no slide)
· Title slide with an appropriate title
· Overall content
· Introduction to your project
· How did you choose the ligand framework(s) and catalyst(s)? 
· What is precedented and what is novel? 
· What research question were you trying to address?
· What was your hypothesis?
· What were expected to be the pros and cons of your catalyst(s) in the context of this project?
· Experimental – What reactions did you do? 
· Results – Include data (though you do not need to include every spectrum or trace) making sure that the text on your figures, graphs, and tables is large enough to be legible
· Discussion – How did your results compare to literature if you reproduced anything from the literature? Did you get what you expected? If not, what ideas do you have to explain it? Are your results “good”? Remember to make an argument for your system.
· Future directions – What other experiments would you like to do? I encourage you to go beyond what we had originally planned to do in the class.
· Summary slide (should not just have bullet points – include at least one image)
· Slide at the end – can be an Acknowledgement slide or simply a blank slide to remind you to thank your audience and to ask for questions



