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“Isn’t It Ionic” (with apologies to Alanis Morissette)
It forms a crystal


Seemingly without end

In a Fluorite lattice


Or maybe Zinc Blende

Each particle’s neighbor


More foe than a friend

A brittle solid


That cannot bend

Isn’t it ionic?
A large difference in


Electronegativity

Solution or melt


Conducts electricity

A high melting point


You’re likely to see

It likes H2O


Due to its polarity

Isn’t it ionic?  (Don’t you think?)


It dissolves in rain



Quite readily


Unless it has



A small Ksp


If you need to know



Its lattice enthalpy




Use Born-Meyer to figure

Electrons are transferred


Like boxes of freight

It’s the way a metal


And non-metal mate

In nature all halogens


Have met this same fate

Colligative effects


Are surprisingly great

Isn’t it ionic?  (Don’t you think?)


It dissolves in rain



Quite readily


Unless it has



A small Ksp


If you need to know



Its lattice enthalpy




Use Born-Meyer to figure

