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Talk Information

In the humanities it is common practice for a class to read a piece of literature and discuss it.  This is also practiced in science and is the purpose of this exercise.  Each student will be assigned a paper from the current inorganic literature and the student will present this paper to the class.  The class will also have the opportunity to read the article prior to the presentation.  The presenter will be responsible for explaining the paper, and leading a critical discussion.  This will not be easy since these papers are filled with chemical jargon, but an important part of your chemical education is to be able to tackle the literature.  In addition a lot of this jargon will be covered during the semester.

When you read the literature the best strategy is to read the introduction followed by the conclusion.  When reading the introduction it is critical that you find the thesis statement.  Some of these papers are organized in a fashion, which separates the results and discussion, and others combine these two sections.  When you are reading the results make sure you stop for each figure mentioned.  Read the figure caption and make sure you understand the figure.  Often to understand the figure you will need to understand how the experiment was performed and will have to read this in the experimental section of the paper.  This is a process and you may have to repeat this process several times before you understand the paper.   

Requirements:


-Attendance – You must attend all talks not just your own

-Title of paper, authors, location of work must be presented 

-Present all the figures from the paper and provide a critical analysis 

Grading:


-Organization, 25%


-Clarity, 25%


-Comprehension, 25%


-Attendance, 25%

Suggestions:
Introduce the paper by presenting the title, the authors and where they are from.  

1. Summarize the introduction section and give supporting information when necessary (explain new terms).  

2. State the goal of the research.  You will find this in one sentence toward the end of the introduction.

Results: 

1. Go through the paper and explain each figure and table to the class.  
2.  Explain results, which may not have presented in a table of figure.

3.  Summarize the results and tie them back to the goal of the research.

Discussion:  

1. Summarize the discussion presented by the author(s) of the paper.

2. Comment on the discussion, results and goal of the paper.  

3. Facilitate a group discussion and critical thought of the science but remember you only have 25 min.  

